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Overview



Over 5 years



Over 50 billion 
downloads



Over 475,000  
iPad apps



App craze?



Appsolutely!



iPad Air



Aided AAC Systems
Traditional iOS (e.g., iOS 7 device + app)

$8,000+ $200 - $1000

Eye gaze and switch access Switch access for screen, 
external, and/or camera

Research based vocabularies Research based vocabularies & 
Ease of customization



iPad built-in features
Camera Mic

Touch- 
screen



AAC 
Intervention Team





Functional AAC Intervention 
A Team Approach

by Cynthia Cottier, 
Molly Doyle & Kimberly Gilworth













• Provide and encourage opportunities for student 
participation 

• Reinforce the use of the AAC system 

• Encourage peer interaction 

• Work on educational goals

Responsibilities of AAC team 



1. Choose a system and select vocabulary 

2. Provide an AAC training with hands-on time 

3. Model AAC implementation with students 

4. Observe staff implementation and provide feedback

AAC team steps led by SLP



1. Choose system and 
select vocabulary



Activity Specific 
Organization



Activity Specific Pros & Cons
• Great for young developmental level, first AAC exposure 

• Difficult to quickly change topic during activity 

• Difficult to have display for every possible activity 

• Limited linguistic flexibility











Core Vocabulary w/ 
p2g



Core Word Organization
• Small number of words makes up most of what we say 

• Place frequently used words near the top of the hierarchy, 
where they can be reached fastest 

• Place less frequently used (fringe) words at the bottom of 
the hierarchy, because they don’t need to be accessed 
often 

• Organize hierarchy so that it is easy to figure out the route to 
the word you want



Who should use Core Word 
Organization?

• Good categorization skills 

• Understand that nouns and other activity-specific words are 
hidden from immediate view  

• Language learners who have “out-grown” activity-based 
organization 

• Physical access skills and visual processing suited to large 
number of items per screen







Vocabulary Selection 
Questionnaire

Fallon, Light, & Paige, 2001



2. Provide an AAC training 
with hands-on time



AAC 
basics



What is AAC?
• Augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) 

includes all forms of communication (other than oral 
speech) that are used to express thoughts, needs, wants, 
and ideas. We all use AAC when we make facial 
expressions or gestures, use symbols or pictures, or write. 

• People with severe speech or language problems rely on 
AAC to supplement existing speech or replace speech 
that is not functional. Special augmentative aids, such as 
picture and symbol communication boards and electronic 
devices, are available to help people express themselves. 
This may increase social interaction, school performance, 
and feelings of self-worth.



Types of AAC
• Unaided communication systems – rely on the user's 

body to convey messages. Examples include gestures, 
body language, and/or sign language. 

• Aided communication systems – require the use of 
tools or equipment in addition to the user's body.  Aided 
communication methods can range from paper and 
pencil to communication books or boards to devices that 
produce voice output (speech generating devices or 
SGD's) and/or written output. Electronic communication 
aids allow the user to use picture symbols, letters, and/or 
words and phrases to create messages. Some devices 
can be programmed to produce different spoken 
languages. Source: asha.org



• Increase participation and social interactions 

• Express a range of communication functions including 
wants and needs, social communication, sharing 
information, and joint attention 

• Develop a range of semantic concepts to support diverse 
communication 

• Build a greater complexity of language structures 
(syntactic and morphologic) to support more complex 
communication 

• Build phonological awareness and foundations for literacy 
development

Goals of AAC

Source: Janice Light



iOS 7 
basics



iPad Secrets



• Shortcuts 
• Spotlight search 
• Multitasking 
• Hidden music control in Control Center 

• Camera 
• Camera focus & zoom 

• Safari 
• Save Safari images 

• Photos 
• Create photo albums 
• Add to albums

iPad Secrets



iOS 7 
accessibility



Accessibility

Settings app > General > Accessibility



HearingPhysical & 
Motor

Vision

Learning

Accessibility









Demo



Tutorials





AAC with 
iOS apps



Proloquo2Go

• 2 research-based vocabs  
• Over 14,000 symbols 
• Natural sounding TTS 

• Grid w/ conjug. & pluraliz. 
• Typing with word prediction 
• Multi-user support

$219.99



Proloquo2Go Basics
• Add a user with the basic communication vocabulary 

• Tap buttons to speak, combine buttons to speak from the 
message window, and navigate folders 

• Edit a button’s text and symbol. Add a button with a photo. 

• Move buttons to priority levels (primary, secondary, storage) 

• Navigate to different views and use them 

• Conjugate verbs and pluralize nouns



Proloquo2Go Options
• Options 

• Appearance 

• Speech 

• Interaction 

• Grammar 

• Prediction 

• Vocabulary 

• Restrictions 

• Backup 

• Password 

• In-App Help 



ExpressivePower 
!
Macros 
!
Social sharing 
!
Switch access & scanning 
!
External switches 
!

What’s new in p2g 3.0



GoTalk Now 

• Create grid-based boards  
• Create AAC scenes 
• TTS and voice recordings 

• Built-in image library 
• Share boards in the full ver. 
• Improved creating pages

Free/$79.99



3. Model AAC with 
Students



• Model via aided language stimulation - point and/or touch the 
AAC device as you’re speaking 

• Create frequent opportunities for AAC use - use throughout the 
day for asking an answering questions, requesting, refusing, social 
interactions, etc. 

• Provide feedback via language expansions and recasts - 
Expand user productions (e.g., “ball” —> “more ball”) and recast 
to gently correct the user (e.g., “I like cookie” —> “I like cookies”) 

• Prompt as needed - Prompt the user by progressing through a 
prompting hierarchy

Strategies

Source: praacticalaac.org

http://praacticalaac.org




• Natural Cues - directions and instructions that are naturally part 
of the presentation of the question 

• Visual prompts - point to the location of the targeted response 
with visual supports 

• Verbal and Gestural Prompts - added cues that direct the 
student to use his/her response mode to respond to the question 

• Physical Prompts - physical movement of a part of the student’s 
body to gain a response to the question

Prompting Hierarchy



4. Observe Staff and 
provide feedback



• Provide compliments regarding their AAC facilitation  

• Discuss their execution of aided language stimulation and 
show them examples 

• Mention how to create more opportunities for AAC use 

• Discuss use of prompting

Staff Feedback



Contact

expressive-solutions.com

 @ExpressiveSols

eric@expressive-solutions.com

SymbolStix symbols by N2Y

http://ericsailers.com
https://twitter.com/esailers
mailto:eric@ericsailers.com?subject=email%20subject

